
               
(iv) In te rna tional app lican ts 

CLPNNL Registra tion a nd Service fees a re  loca ted  he re . 
 
In te rna tiona l app licants a re  gradua tes of nursing program s from  countrie s othe r 
than  Canada  who do not hold  a  va lid  license  to  practise  nursing in  a  Canadian  
province  or te rritory, and  who wish  to  becom e registe red  to  work as a  LPN.   
The  te rm  Interna tiona lly Educa ted Nurses or IENs is often  used  to  describe  applicants 
in  th is ca tegory.  
 
The  fo llowing outlines  the  process tha t a ll in te rna tiona l applicants will follow in  the ir 
licensure  pa thway: 
 

1. Ap p ly t o  t h e  Na t ion a l Nu rs in g Asse ssm e n t  Se rvice  (NNAS) 
 
In te rna tiona l applicants who wish  to  becom e registe red  to  work as an  LPN in  
Canada  a re  require d  to  apply to  the  Na tiona l Nursing Assessm ent Service  
(NNAS).  NNAS coord ina tes a  consisten t approach  for IENs seeking 
registra tion /licensure  to  practise  in  Canadian  jurisd ictions.  NNAS offe rs a  fa ir, 
d irect and  secure  way for IENs to  subm it the ir docum en ts for Canadian  nursing 
registra tion .  

 
NNAS provides the  following: 

• An on line  applica tion  process; 
• One centra l loca tion  to  send  docum ents; 
• A na tiona l credentia l a ssessm ent process; 
• Online  tracking of the  sta tus of your app lica tion . 
• An Advisory Report tha t includes an  eva lua tion  of your educa tion , based  on  

Canadian  standards and  com paring it to  cu rren t Canadian  nursing 
requirem en ts. 

 
English  Language  Requirem ents  
All app licants for licensure  in  Newfoundland  and  Labrador m ust have  an  
acceptab le  leve l of p roficiency with  the  English  language .  NNAS will use  the  
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in form ation  tha t the  IEN provides on  the  applica tion  form  to de te rm ine  if the  
applicant requires a  language  te st to  dem onstra te  an  acceptab le  leve l of 
proficiency. 

 
Applicants required  to  dem onstra te  sa tisfactory English  com prehension  m ust 
ob ta in  scores se t by the  CLPNNL Board  on  a  te st(s) acceptab le  to  the  Board . To  
understand  how best to  dem onstra te  English  Language  proficiency, see  the   
CLPNNL's English  Language  Proficiency Fact Shee t 2023. 
 
2. Com p le t e  a  cr e d e n t ia l a sse ssm e n t  p roce ss  w it h  CLPNNL 

 
Aft e r  you  rece ive  your Advisory Report from  NNAS you can  contact 
registra tion@clpnnl.ca  or by ca lling (709)-579-3843 Ext. 100 to  a rrange  paym ent 
of the  creden tia l a ssessm ent fee  by cred it ca rd  or debit (See  Registra tion  and  
Service  Fee  policy).  CLPNNL will con tact you  once  a  de te rm ina tion  is  m ade  about 
your e ligib ility for lice nsure  in  Newfoundla nd  and  Labrador. 

 
 
On ce  you  h a ve  b e e n  a d vise d  b y CLPNNL t h a t  you  a re  e ligib le  t o  a p p ly fo r  
lice n su re  in  Ne w fou n d la n d  a n d  La b ra d o r , you  ca n  p roce e d  t o  t h e  n e xt  
s t e p . 

 
In  every ca tegory of in te rna tiona l applicant, you  will be  required  to: 
 pay the  tem pora ry license  fee  (see  the  Registra tion  and  Service  Fee  

policy) 
 com ple te  the  appropria te  applica tion  form  
 subm it the  re quire d  docum en ts a s ou tlined  on  the  applica tion  form .  

These  include  a  copy of: 

 birth  ce rtifica te  

 m arriage  ce rtifica te  in  the  even t of a  nam e  change  (if applicable ) 

 governm ent-issued  p icture  iden tifica tion  (color copy) 

 an  Or igin a l crim ina l record  check, including vulne rable  sector 

check, not olde r than  six (6) m onths be fore  the  da te  the  lice nse  

is  to  be  processed . CLPNNL will accept a  ve rified  e lectronic 

ve rsion  from  the  source . 

Prior to  a  tem pora ry license  be ing converte d  to  an  in itia l p racticing license , applicants 
m ust a lso: 
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 Com ple te  the  re quire d  Ju r isp ru d e n ce   Learn ing m odule     
p rovide d  free  of charge  through the  Newfoundland  and  Labrador 
provincia l Continu ing Educa tion  Porta l.  

 subm it the  certifica te of successful completion of the  Jurisprudence  
m odule .  

 Attend  the  CLPNNL virtua l “Pra ctica l Nursing in Newfoundla nd and 
La brador” session . 

 
 

3. Ap p ly fo r  t e m p or a ry lice n su re  in  on e  o f t h e  t h re e  ca t e gor ie s  
 

a . Eligib le  in t e rn a t ion a l a p p lica n t  w it h  cu r r e n cy o f p ra ct ice  h ou rs  
b . Eligib le  in t e rn a t ion a l a p p lica n t  w it h ou t  cu r re n cy o f p r a ct ice  h ou rs  – 

r e q u ir in g p a r t icip a t ion  in  a  su p e rvise d  p ra ct ice  e xp e r ie n ce  p rogra m  
(SPEP) 

c. Eligib le  in t e rn a t ion a l a p p lica n t  n on -ge n e ra lis t  
 
 
 

a .   Eligib le  in t e rn a t ion a l a p p lica n t  w it h  cu r re n cy o f p r a ct ice  h ou rs  
     

Currency of pra ctice hours m eans tha t you  have  practiced  a  m inim um  of 1125 
hours in  the  past five  (5) yea rs, or 450 hours in  the  past two (2) yea rs.  

 
Applicants in  th is ca tegory com ple te  the  Licensure  App lica tion  for 
In te rna tiona lly Educa ted  Nurses (IENs),  

 
When all fees and required documents have been received and deemed 
satisfactory, the temporary license will be processed, and the LPN’s name 
will be found on the FIND A NURSE section on the CLPNNL website. 

 

A tem pora ry license  will be  issued  for 4 m onths to  give  applicants the  

opportun ity to  prepare  for and  write  the  Canadian  Practica l Nurse  Registra tion  

Exam  (CPNRE).  In te rna tiona l app licants m ay increase  the ir like lihood of 

success if they ob ta in  practice  experie nce  in  Canada  prior to  writing the  

CPNRE.   The  fee  for the  CPNRE is iden tified  in  the  Registra tion  and  Service  Fee  

policy. 
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Inform ation  regard ing the  writing tim es for the  CPNRE will be  com m unica ted  

to  you  once  a  tem pora ry license  is  issued .  
 

When a ll licensure  requirem ents have  been  m et, includ ing successfu l 
com ple tion  of the  CPNRE, a  tem pora ry license  will be  converte d  to  an  in itia l 
license  without add itiona l cost.  The  in itia l license  will be  va lid  un til the  end  of 
the  licensure  yea r (March  31).   

 
 

b .    Eligib le  in t e rn a t ion a l a p p lica n t  w it h ou t  cu r re n cy o f p r a ct ice  h ou rs ,    
se e k in g t h e  Su p e rvise d  Pra ct ice  Exp e r ie n ce  Progra m  
 
This applica tion  ca tegory is  ava ilab le  to  LPNs who have  not practiced  a  
m inim um  of 1125 hours in  the  la st Љve  (5) yea rs, or 450 hours in  the  past two 
(2) yea rs.  

The  Supervised  Practice  Experience  Program  (SPEP) is  a  regula tory program  

tha t is  em ploym e nt focused  and  ava ilab le  to  e ligib le  candida tes in  the  province  

of Newfound land  and  Labrador (NL), who have  m et educa tiona l requirem e nts  

bu t do not m ee t currency of practice  requirem ents.  

 

Eligib le  IENs m ust have  a  NL em ployer and  can  then  apply for a  Tem pora ry 

License . The  Tem pora ry License  will be  gran ted  for a  6-m on th  pe riod . The  

program  includes 450 hours of practice  in  a  m utua lly agreed  on  a rea  of 

practice  with  a  m inim um  of 135 hours  under d irect supervision  of an  

experie nced  LPN or in  ce rta in  circum stances a  RN preceptor. The  rem ain ing 

(315) can  be  com ple ted  under d irect or ind irect supervision . By pa rticipa ting 

in  the  program , candida tes will m e e t the  currency of practice  hours  

requirem en t and  enhance  the ir nursing knowledge , skill and  judgem ent.  

 

Following successfu l com ple tion  of SPEP, candida tes who a re  In te rna tiona l 

Educa ted  Nurses (IENs) will be  e ligib le  to  registe r for the  Canadian  Practica l 

Nurse  Registra tion  Exam  (CPNRE). Successfu l com ple tion  of the  CPNRE is the  

fina l step  to  m ove  to  in itia l licensure  as a  LPN.  

 

http://www.cpnre.ca/
http://www.cpnre.ca/


Applicants in  th is ca tegory m ust: 

• Review the  SPEP Me m o and  FAQ’s 

• Com ple te  the  SPEP Applica tion  for Tem pora ry Licensure  and  re quired  SPEP 

form s (see  be low) 

• Subm it the  required  docum en ts a s ou tline d  in  the  SPEP applica tion . 

 

When SPEP is com ple ted , the  applicant will be  required  to:  
• Registe r for and  successfu lly com ple te  the  CPNRE. 
• Com ple te  the  re quire d  Ju r isp ru d e n ce   Learn ing m odule  provide d  free  of 

charge  through the  Newfound land  and  Labrador provincia l Continuing 
Educa tion  Porta l.  

• subm it the  certifica te of successful completion of the  Jurisprudence  m odule .  

 

For additiona l in form ation  on  SPEP see  the  CLPNNL's SPEP Guide  and  CLPNNL 

Mem o and  FAQ's on  the  program . 

SPEP Applica tion  for Tem pora ry Licensure  2023 - 2024 

SPEP Form  for Em ployers/Organiza tions 

SPEP Com ple tion  Form  for Em ployers/Organiza tions  

SPEP Partne rsh ip  Assessm ent Form  for Preceptors 
 

 

c. Eligib le  In t e rn a t ion a l Ap p lica n t  – n on  ge n e ra lis t  
 
An e ligib le  in te rna tiona l applicant who does not m ee t the  gene ra list educa tion  
requirem en t for theory and  practice  m ay be  granted  a  tem pora ry license  while  they 
obta in  the  required  theory and  practice  experience , a s ou tlined  by the  Registra r. 
 
Applicants in  th is ca tegory com ple te  the  Licensure  App lica tion  for In te rna tiona lly 
Educa ted  Nurses (IENs).  
 
A tem pora ry license  in  th is ca tegory is  va lid  for twenty-six (26) weeks from  issuance  
and  is  subject to  restrictions identified  by the  Registra r. 
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Furthe r in form ation  regard ing th is ca tegory of tem pora ry licensure  will be  
de te rm ine d  by the  CLPNNL Crede ntia l Asse ssm ent, and  com m unica ted  to  the  
applicant once  a  de te rm ina tion  a round e ligib ility is  m ade .  

 


